If my child has extra time,
and other accommodations at school,
isn’t that cheating?
By: Margaret Weiss, PhD

Recognition of attention problems as a disability allows us to make specific
and evidence-based accommodations specific to that child’s impairments. All
accommodations are “fair” when they give a child the opportunity to show what
they have been able to learn.

I

f a child is blind, no one considers it
cheating to provide them with materials in
Braille. If a child is hearing impaired, no one
would consider it cheating to provide them
with access to learning through signing. The
question itself then implies the assumption that
ADHD is not a disability. Unlike blindness or
deafness, attention deficits that
impact learning are invisible to those who
choose not to recognize them.
Recognition of attention problems as a disability
allows us to make specific and evidence based
accommodations specific to that child’s
impairments. Note that this does not mean
there is one IEP that fits all children with
ADHD.
A child with a specific problem with processing
speed should be given the time needed to
show what they know and have their academic
achievement measured by what they can do,
and not by the limitations imposed by
processing delay.

A child with dysgraphia should be given the
opportunity to learn to keyboard, dictate, or
have a scribe.
A child who cannot organize should be given
the opportunity to have extra books at home,
or flexibility with turning in assignments.
A child who cannot work in the evening off
stimulant medication, should be given
the opportunity to complete work in the
classroom, under supervision, and on
medication.
All accommodations are “fair” when they
allow a child to show that they have been able
to learn as another child who does not struggle
with the same challenge.
504 or IEP plans that provide a blanket set of
core recommendations for all children with
ADHD, without attention to their specific
difficulties, are unlikely to be helpful. By the
same token, however, neither do they provide
any advantage. If a child, any child, does much
better at showing what they know when given
extra time, the problem is in the test, not the
accommodation.
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